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Forgiveness 

In literature as in film, the feelings of the viewer regarding a certain character can be 

dramatically altered by the actions and characterization of that character. Even villains like Darth 

Vader, whose heroic actions at the end of the story saved his son, gained the audience’s 

forgiveness. Likewise, compared to the novel by H. G. Wells, the film version of The Invisible 

Man directed by James Wale made changes to the story that changed the forgiveness of the 

character Griffin. The changes made to Griffin’s love life made the character of Griffin more 

forgivable to the audience while the additional violence in the film adaption made him less 

forgivable.   

One change that altered the forgiveness of Griffin in the film adaption is the creation of 

Griffin’s love interest Flora. In the novel, the only mention of a woman in Griffin’s life is when 

he explains to Kemp his travel home from his father’s funeral where he meets eyes with a girl he 

has known for ten years (pg. 67). This brief encounter doesn’t begin to explain the love life 

Griffin lived before his experiment. In the movie, Flora is the daughter of a friend and co-worker 

of Griffin. It is evident throughout the film that they have had a long relationship. The movie 

shows Flora worried about Griffin and wondering where he is. Seeing a glimpse of Griffin’s love 

life makes him more relatable to the audience, for people watching who know anything about 

love can understand that he is a normal person who feels love. This idea stays with the audience 

throughout the film, knowing in the back of their minds that he can be compassionate, and thus 
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allowing some forgiveness when he carries out evil actions. In the novel, the motive for Griffin 

to begin his experiments is a selfish one.  Unlike the film adaption, the book characterizes Griffin 

as an outcast. He is described as an albino with a giant physique, alienated throughout life. As a 

result, Griffin vows to create an experiment that would lead to his success and make him rich and 

famous. Griffin explains “I told no living soul, because I meant to flash my work to the world 

with crushing effect, - to become famous at a blow.” (pg. 65) With a constant need to become 

famous and make people think differently about him, Griffin began his dangerous experiments 

not to help humanity but to help himself. Alternatively, the film adaption of The Invisible Man 

again uses Flora to make Griffin’s character more forgivable. In the film, it is apparent that 

Griffin feels that he is not good enough to provide for his love. He claims that he wanted to offer 

her more than just his love, and to provide her with riches and success. Unlike the book, the 

movie supplies a selfless reason for the launch of his experiments. This detail not only further 

supports the thought that Griffin is compassionate and relatable, but also supplies the thought 

that Griffin had a heartfelt motive to start his experiments, no matter how dangerous they might 

have been. Seeing this side of Griffin makes it much easier to forgive his villainous actions. 

Flora adds a lot to the plot as well as Griffin’s story. Including a love aspect to a movie makes it 

much more appealing to a broader audience. However, more importantly, the creation of Flora 

influences the feelings of the audience, especially when the film adaption adds more violence 

and murder to Griffin’s journey. 

Unlike the introduction of Flora, the additional violence in the film adaption of The 

Invisible Man makes the character of Griffin less forgivable to the audience. In the novel, the 

first major act of violence Griffin commits is in the theater shop. Needing a disguise, Griffin 

enters the store and attempts to rob the shop. The owner hears something scrounging around and 
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prevent his capture, Griffin is forced to tie the man up (pg. 85). Similarly, Griffin is also forced 

to hurt a man in order to save himself when Mr. Wicksteed spots a floating weapon while on his 

way home. Chasing after the mysterious floating object, Mr. Wicksteed corners Griffin between 

a gravel pit and a thorn patch. Like the situation is the theatre shop, in order to escape, Griffin 

must somehow immobilize Mr. Wicksteed. Along with built up anger and annoyance from the 

chase, Griffin strikes the man with his weapon and beats him to death (pg. 96).  Although both 

violent actions are inhumane, they were accompanied by a short temper and days of being chased 

and trying to survive. Compared to the film, these acts of violence are minimal. In the movie, 

right off the bat, it is apparent that Griffin is much more violent and ruthless than he is in the 

novel. First, in the inn scene where Griffin is first confronted by the police, he doesn’t hesitate to 

strangle the officer to death. Seeing Griffin’s reaction to this small defenseless group of police 

officers shows that he is merciless and does not value human life. Shortly after killing the police 

officer, Griffins exits the inn and begins to terrorize the town. He wrecks the bar, steals a man’s 

bike, knocks over a baby carriage, throws a man’s hat in the pond, and crashes a store window. 

Throughout the film Griffin also commits many other acts of terrorism. For instance, he breaks 

into a train control room and sends a nearby train off of a cliff, killing multiple people. In total, 

Griffin manages to kill hundreds of people while injuring many more. These senseless acts of 

violence further show Griffin’s evilness, convincing the audience not to forgive him. Lastly, the 

murder of Dr. Kemp also makes the character of Griffin less forgivable. Before he committed the 

terrible act, Griffin explained to Kemp exactly what he was going to do. This shows that unlike 

the murder of Mr. Wicksteed in the book, which was done out of built up anger, the murder of 

Kemp was well thought out truly maniacal. Seeing Griffin plan out and execute the devious 

murder stands out to the audience when deciding whether to forgive him or not. Overall, the 



Exemplar #1 4 

additional violence and murders, compared to the novel, critically alter the forgiveness of 

Griffin. 

To conclude, in storytelling, the actions and characterization of an individual can 

drastically influence the feelings of the audience towards that character. The creation of Flora in 

the film adaption of The Invisible Man made the character of Griffin more forgivable while the 

additional violence and murder made him less forgivable. Although it is apparent that in order to 

be successful in the box office, a film must appeal to a broader audience, there is also a deeper 

explanation for the changes. Extending feelings on both sides of the spectrum, more forgivable 

versus less forgivable, adds not only more connection and interest in the character, but makes the 

audience think about whether or not the character is forgivable. For instance, the audience must 

decipher how someone who commits such horrible acts of violence so maliciously can feel love. 

Accessing those deep thoughts makes for a better experience, and perhaps, better story-telling.  

 


