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The Invisible Man’s Influence 

 The Victorian era was a time period from 1837-1901 when Victoria was Queen of 

England. The Victorian era was commonly referred to as the Second English Renaissance 

(Miller). One great novelist of this time was Mary Shelley, and her “Frankenstein” influenced the 

conflict of “The Invisible Man.” The main character Griffin in “The Invisible Man” is similar to 

that of the main character Frankenstein in “Frankenstein” because they both have an interest in 

science, their behaviors change after their experiments. Equally important is that Griffin is 

similar to Frankenstein’s monster when they are motivated by their characteristic of being an 

outcast. Jack the Ripper, a serial killer from the Victorian era also influenced the psychology of 

Griffin; Griffin and Jack the Ripper both stay in a small area, they both write letters and they 

both had the idea of a reign of terror. Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” influenced the storytelling 

of “The Invisible Man” by H.G. Wells, and the well known serial killer Jack the Ripper 

influenced the character of Griffin.  

The first similarity in these characters is that both Frankenstein and Griffin had an 

interest in science. At age nineteen, Frankenstein became interested in chemistry. Attending the 

University at Ingolstadt, Frankenstein apprehends a passion to explore the physical secrets of the 

world. Here his chemistry professor inspires him to study how life is created. After four years of 

studying, Frankenstein followed his studies and was able to make a creature from accumulated 

body parts taken from graveyards, slaughterhouses and dissecting rooms. Finally, Frankenstein’s 
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creature was a success; he created life (Hamberg). Similarly, the character of Griffin also went 

beyond studying ordinary science. Griffin graduated from University College winning a medal 

for chemistry (Wells, ch.17). However, at age 22 he changed his study from medicine to physics 

(Wells, ch.19). He studied refractive indexes of tissue for six years. When Griffin believed he 

had perfected his experiment, he tested it on a cat (Wells, ch.20). Soon after in a state of sudden 

urgency, he performed the experiment on himself, turning himself invisible. Frankenstein was 

able to create life and Griffin was able to transform himself using their abnormal studies of 

physics and chemistry.   

Secondly, Frankenstein and Griffin’s behaviors change after their science experiment. As 

Frankenstein begins focusing all of his attention on science, “he changes from a gentle, kind and 

healthy man to a selfish, sickly being who even loses contact with his beloved family for several 

years” (Hamberg). According to Cynthia Hamberg, “his sole purpose in life, which used to be 

creating life from lifeless matter, now becomes avenging his family and friends by killing that 

newly created life: the monster.” His selfishness is also seen by the way he deals with the 

monsters trouble; he knows that the monster wants to inflict pain upon him but he thinks that the 

only way the monster can hurt him is by killing him. You would think that after the monster kills 

his brother and a good friend Justine, he would realize the monster is punishing him by killing 

his family and loved ones. What Frankenstein needed to do was sacrifice his own life for the 

sake of others. Before Frankenstein created the monster, he would offer anything for his family; 

now he is only thinking of himself and he is not willing to spare his own life for the others. 

Cynthia Hamberg states that Frankenstein is very self-centered when he doesn’t spare his own 

life when that is the only solution to make the monster stop killing. Just as Frankenstein’s 

behavior changed after his experiment, so did Griffin’s. After turning himself invisible, Griffin 
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changes from an ordinary citizen to a villainous, destructive monster. First, when Griffin slips 

and almost reveals himself he allures himself in immature and violent actions. While looking for 

a disguise in a little shop in Drury Lane, Griffin knocked a hunchback in the back of the head 

and tied him up in a sheet just because his outstanding hearing was getting in the way of 

Griffin’s needs (Wells, ch.23). Lastly, Griffin stops an old man, Mr. Wicksteed walking quietly 

home from work and attacked him, murdering him with an iron rod (Wells, ch.26). This 

unnecessary violence shows how Griffin has changed since he became invisible. Frankenstein 

becomes greedy and Griffin becomes more violent. Griffin’s change was much more extreme 

than Frankenstein’s.  

Frankenstein’s monster and Griffin are motivated by their characteristic of being an 

outcast. “Frankenstein’s monster has tried to communicate with people on several occasions but 

he keeps on being rejected” (Hamberg). Frankenstein’s monster wandered into a village where 

he was humiliated and beat by alarmed citizens. “Longing for some kindness and protection”, 

Frankenstein’s monster gets into a friendly conversation with a blind man; when his kids return 

terrified by his display, they attack him and run (Hamberg). When the monster reads 

Frankenstein’s diary he discovers that he was not happy with his creation and feels even more 

lonesome than before. Frankenstein’s monster becomes filled with fury and wants to find his 

creator to get revenge on him (Hamberg). Likewise, when Griffin is revealed by anyone who 

does not accept him, he performs immature and violent actions because he does not like that he is 

not accepted. When Mrs. Hall suspected Griffin of stealing money he got angry and showed 

everyone his face, it was a black hole. Everyone ran away from him screaming and Mr. Bobby 

Jaffers was brought in to arrest him; when the policeman tried to arrest him he threw off his 



Exemplar 4 

clothes, hit a few people and escaped (Wells, ch.7). Although Griffin doesn’t murder anyone 

when he is no accepted like Frankenstein’s monster did, his anger is still revealed in destruction.  

Jack the Ripper and Griffin both had an idea of a reign or terror. Jack the Ripper casted 

his reign of terror in 1888; he murdered at least five women whose corpses remained brutally 

damaged. This reign of terror lasted about twelve weeks (Jones). Like Jack the Ripper, Griffin 

begins planning his reign of terror although this time using his invisibility as a shield. In a letter 

to Kemp, Griffin announces the first day of his reign of terror. He declares that Port Burdock is 

no longer under the Queen; it is under Griffin. Griffin states: “The first day there will be one 

execution for the sake of example--a man named Kemp. Death starts for him to-day (Wells, 

ch.27).” Although Griffin’s reign of terror is never actually carried out, he still planned on 

having one like Jack the Ripper did.  

Jack the Ripper and Griffin each wrote a letter to the group of people or single person 

chasing after them. During Jack the Ripper’s reign of terror, thousands of letters were sent to the 

police and local press claiming to be written by Jack the Ripper (Ryder & Johnno). On 

September 27, 1888, the Central News Agency received this letter:  

Dear Boss, I keep on hearing the police have caught me but they wont fix me 

just yet. I have laughed when they look so clever and talk about being on the 

right track. That joke about Leather Apron gave me real fits. I am down on 

whores and I shant quit ripping them till I do get buckled. Grand work the last 

job was. I gave the lady no time to squeal. How can they catch me now. I love 

my work and want to start again. You will soon hear of me with my funny 

little games. I saved some of the proper red stuff in a ginger beer bottle over 

the last job to write with but it went thick like glue and I cant use it. Red ink is 
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fit enough I hope ha. ha. The next job I do I shall clip the ladys ears off and 

send to the police officers just for jolly wouldn't you. Keep this letter back till I 

do a bit more work, then give it out straight. My knife's so nice and sharp I 

want to get to work right away if I get a chance. Good Luck.                   

Yours truly Jack the Ripper (Ryder & Johnno) 

Griffin also wrote a letter to Kemp threatening him for betraying him. In Griffin’s letter he 

says that Kemp will never get to him and tells Kemp that he will be executed today (Wells, 

ch.27). Griffin and Jack the Ripper seem to be playing a game and taking this as a joke. They 

both seem very confident in their letters that they will not be caught. The two mention what 

they are going to do to their next victim and Griffin even states who his next victim will be. 

Neither of them are wasting any time; they are getting right to work. Griffin and Jack the 

Ripper left these letters for certain people to see because they are confident in their work and 

are looking for attention.   

 Jack the Ripper and Griffin both stayed in a relatively small area. According to 

Richard Jones, Jack the Ripper was only a threat to a small section of the community in 

Whitchapel London. All Jack the Ripper murders took place in a one square mile area of the 

East End and the City of London surrounding Whitechapel (Jones). Comparable, Griffin 

starts commotion and murder in Iping England. Much of the activity occurs around or in 

pubs and inns. Griffin keeps his activity in Iping for attention; he wants people to spread 

rumors and get worked up on mysterious issues. These two villainous men stay in small 

areas with no fear of getting caught.         

 The character of Victor Frankenstein, Frankenstein’s monster and Jack the Ripper 

influenced the character of Griffin.  Griffin was similar to Frankenstein in that they both had 
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an interest in science that was beyond ordinary science and their behaviors change after they 

carry out their experiments. Griffin is similar to Frankenstein’s monster when they are 

motivated by their characteristic of being outcasts. Griffin and Jack the Ripper are 

comparable because they both have the idea of a reign of terror, they contain themselves in a 

small area, and they both use letters as a threat. This comes to show how in the Victorian era, 

the novel “Frankenstein” and the well-known serial killer Jack the Ripper influenced the 

novel “The Invisible Man.”  
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